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Over the objection of the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACoFD), the City of 
Los Angeles (City) has submitted an application to the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA) to remove LACoFD as the Participating Agency (PA) for 
the Hazardous Waste Generation Program (HWG Program) and to authorize the City to 
implement the HWG Program. 
 
For the past 40 years, the LACoFD Certified Unified Program Authority (CUPA) has 
been regulating the HWG program for the City and providing 24/7 emergency response 
to hazardous materials emergencies in the City.  The LACoFD CUPA is the largest in 
the State, regulating 25,000 facilities and 35,000 programs with 90 technical staff who 
are sworn in as Deputy Health Officers.  The LACoFD is the only CUPA in the State 
with a dedicated enforcement unit with five investigators. 
 
In 1997, CalEPA approved the LACoFD as a CUPA.  The City and the LACoFD 
established a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Agreement that was 
approved by the City, County, and CalEPA in 1997, delineating the County’s 
responsibilities in the City.  The terms of the MOU and Agreement do not allow the City 
to terminate the HWG Program unilaterally.  Further, there is no basis for removing the 
LACoFD CUPA as the PA.  The County is meeting all the expectations in its 
implementation of the HWG Program in the City. 
 
The LACoFD has long been a leader in California regarding inspection and enforcement 
of hazardous waste violations, receiving several awards and recognition from various 
agencies and environmental groups, including the Los Angeles City Attorney.  The 
LACoFD has over four decades of experience and a vast knowledge of the laws, 
regulations, and businesses being regulated and does an outstanding job keeping the 
residents and the environment of the City of Los Angeles safe. 


