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CalEPA

Guidance for CERS Hazardous Materials Business Plan Annual Certification
(AB1429)
On September 19, 2020, CalEPA deployed the new California Environmental Reporting
System (CERS) feature, the Hazardous Material Business Plan Annual Certification,
and disseminated guidance to all stakeholders. The guidance document, showing the
steps to annually certify a business plan, is on the CalEPA Unified Program Website.

(https://calepa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/09/CERS-Business-Portal-Help-NEW-FeatureAB1429-Self-Certification-9.15.20.pdf)

CalEPA hosted webinars to introduce the new CERS feature on October 13 and 14,
2020. An additional webinar is scheduled for October 20, 2020, at 2:00 pm. For
webinar information go to the CalEPA Unified Program webpage – under “Unified
Program News.” If determined necessary, additional webinars will be scheduled.
These webinars will provide Owners/Operators, Consultants, and CUPA Regulators
with:
• Brief overview of AB 1429 and project planning through deployment, including
need to change CERS
• Step-by-step instructions on how to:
o Determine if you are eligible for certification
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•

o Determine if you are subject to EPCRA reporting requirements
o Completing the annual HMBP certification
Regulator options concerning certification

For questions, concerns, or comments regarding the new CERS HMBP annual
certification feature, please contact either the CalEPA CERS Technical Team at
cers@calepa.ca.gov or CalEPA Unified Program Team at cupa@calepa.ca.gov.

State Water Board
Amendments to the Underground Storage Tank Regulations
State Water Resources Control Boards’ (State Water Board) amendments to the
California Code of Regulations, title 23, division 3, chapter 16 (Underground Storage
Tank (UST) Regulations), sections 2713 and 2716, and Appendices VI, VII, VIII, IX, XI
and XIII (forms) became effective on October 1, 2020. The amendments modify
reporting requirements for UST owners and operators, and Unified Program
Agencies (UPAs).
As amended, UST Regulations, section 2713, modifies the UPA semi-annual reporting
requirements to be included within the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) technical compliance rate. Additionally, amendments to section 2713 add a
requirement for UPAs to report the facilities where a compliance inspection has not
been performed over that pervious calendar year. Finally, section 2716 has been
modified to require the UST owner or operator to sign the designated operator visual
inspection report within 72 hours of receipt, acknowledging the inspection results. An
accessible version of the amended UST Regulations can be found on the State Water
Board web site (https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/regulatory/#regs).
Finally, several of the forms in UST Regulations have been substantially modified. The
communication testing requirement has been removed from the Monitoring System
Certification Form and the Secondary Containment Testing Report Form. Structural
changes were also added to the forms to simplify use by the UPAs, and UST owners
and operators, and to ensure the documents are accessible to all users. The amended
forms are required to be in use on and after October 1, 2020.
The forms and guidance documents related to these UST Regulations are available on
the State Water Board Reporting Regulations web page
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/adm_notices/repregs/index.html).
For more information regarding amendments to the UST Regulations, contact:
Mr. Tom Henderson at (916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov, or
Ms. Laura Fisher at (916) 341-5870 or Laura.Fisher@waterboards.ca.gov.
UST Regulation Amendments and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 Certification
The State Water Board is required to annually certify compliance with the UST
provisions of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct). One of these certification
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provisions requires states to confirm that the federal UST inspection frequency, as
outlined in 42 U.S.C. §6991d, subdivision (c)(2), has been achieved. A positive
certification to the U.S. EPA requires that all regulated USTs (operational and
abandoned) are inspected at least once every three years. Effective October 1, 2020,
amendments to title 23, section 2713(d)(1) and (2) modify how the State Water Board
receives inspection frequency data from the UPAs.
As amended, UST Regulations, section 2713(d)(1) and (2), requires UPAs to report all
regulated USTs that received an inspection at least once in the last three years to the
State Water Board no later than January 31 each year. This inspection frequency data
shall be generated from CERS, and shall include the following CERS items: CERS ID,
Facility Name, UST Reporting Requirement, UST Last Inspection Date, and a written
explanation of why an inspection was not performed. The State Water Board will
provide detailed instructions for obtaining the data from CERS in the coming weeks.
For more information regarding the UST Regulation Amendments and EPAct
Certification, contact:
Ms. Jessica Botsford at (916) 341-7338 or Jessica.Botsford@waterboards.ca.gov, or
Ms. Laura Fisher at (916) 341-5870 or Laura.Fisher@waterboards.ca.gov.
Assessing Whether Airport Hydrant Systems Meet the Criteria of Underground
Storage Tanks
On October 13, 2015, the U.S EPA issued revised regulations for UST systems, and in
October 2018, the State Water Board began implementing those provisions. The
provisions included the implementation of previously deferred requirements for Airport
Hydrant Systems (AHS). An AHS is a UST if at least ten percent or more of the total
capacity of the system is beneath the surface of the ground. The State Water Board,
with the assistance of Redhorse Corporation, will begin working with UPAs on
assessing whether any AHS in their jurisdiction meet the regulatory definition of a UST.
Conducting assessments of whether an AHS meets the regulatory definition of a UST is
an essential step before UPAs begin integrating AHS into their UST Program.
Once assessments are conducted, UPAs will need to begin reporting AHS within their
jurisdiction. As was the case for field constructed tanks during the most recent SemiAnnual Underground Storage Tank Program Report (Report 6), the U.S. EPA requires
states to report the number of AHS as a part of Report 6. This is a substantial task that
will require close collaboration between state and local agencies, as well as the owners
and operators of AHS systems, throughout every stage of the process. More
information will be provided in the coming months.
For more information regarding AHS assessments and coordination, contact:
Ms. Roshani Dantas at (916) 323-0596 or Roshani.Dantas@Waterboards.ca.gov, or
Ms. Laura Fisher at (916) 341-5870 or Laura.Fisher@waterboards.ca.gov.
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Closure Rate of Single-Walled Underground Storage Tanks
California Health and Safety Code, chapter 6.7, section 25292.05, requires the
permanent closure of single-walled USTs, which includes tanks and piping, by
December 31, 2025. As described in the California Underground Storage Tank Leak
Prevention January – December 2019 Annual Report,

(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/adm_notices/cal_ust_rpt_jan_dec_2019.pdf)

the closure rate of single-walled USTs remains stagnant. To achieve the permanent
closure of all 2,800 single-walled USTs, which includes tanks and piping, by
December 31, 2025, approximately 560 single-walled USTs must be removed annually.
To increase single-walled UST closure frequency, UPAs should strongly encourage
owners and operators to close SW USTs in advance of the December 31, 2025,
deadline. Early closures of SW USTs will benefit UST Inspectors by allowing them
ample time and resources to process those closures, and limiting the number of
abandoned SW USTs remaining in their jurisdiction after January 1, 2026. Further,
early closure will benefit owners and operators by preventing the likely bottleneck of
available contractors and permitting delays. Finally, loans and grants from the
Replacing, Removing, or Upgrading UST Program (RUST) and reimbursements from
the UST Cleanup Fund are currently available. The RUST grants and UST Cleanup
Fund reimbursements are limited year-to-year, therefore, it is best to utilize these
resources when available.
For more information regarding the closure of single-walled USTs, contact:
Mr. Tom Henderson at (916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov, or
Ms. Laura Fisher at (916) 341-5870 or Laura.Fisher@waterboards.ca.gov.

International Code Council Certification Exams Now Available at Pearson Vue
Testing Locations
Pearson Vue testing locations have reopened with limited capacity. Individuals may
now schedule appointments to take International Code Council (ICC) UST Inspection,
Designated Operator, and/or Service Technician examinations. It is important to note
that while individuals may schedule appointments to take these exams, there may be an
initial delay before most individuals are able to take the exam. The availability for
testing varies at each Pearson Vue testing location as each location is operating at
50 percent capacity due to Covid-19 and social distancing protocols. UPAs and
UST Inspection staff may further review test delivery information pertaining to Covid-19
and other related issues on Pearson Vue’s webpage (https://home.pearsonvue.com/Testtakers/Resources.aspx?ot=collapse156).
For more information regarding Pearson Vue Testing Locations, contact:
Mr. Sean Farrow at (916) 324-7493 or Sean.Farrow@waterboards.ca.gov, or
Ms. Wesley Franks at (916) 319-0742 or Wesley.Franks@Waterboards.ca.gov.
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DTSC
DTSC Redesigns the Hazardous Waste Tracking System (HWTS)
DTSC’s Office of Environmental Information Management has launched the redesigned
Hazardous Waste Tracking System (HWTS) on Friday, August 21, 2020. HWTS is
DTSC’s data repository for hazardous waste manifest and Identification (ID) number
information. The HWTS redesign modernizes the system’s technology, provides a userfriendly interface, improves reporting functionalities, and includes the integration of
Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest data acquired from the U.S. EPA’s Hazardous Waste
Electronic Manifest (e-Manifest) System. The incorporation of e-Manifest data was the
biggest challenge of this redesign and we are happy to report that HWTS now includes
manifest data and images for waste generated on or after June 30, 2018. Manifest data
is extracted nightly from e-Manifest to ensure HWTS has the most current manifest data
available.
With this new and improved design, our development team has made changes to the
system’s organization, including how you search and view ID number information and
manifest data. We have added a prominent ID number search box and combined many
of the reports to eliminate redundancies. Not all reports available in HWTS were
transitioned for this first release. The team focused on data integration and rewrote the
most frequently used reports based on analytics and survey information.
If you have a HWTS account, you should have already received an email with
information on the changes to our authentication process that will require you to use a
new username and change your password. If your current email address is not
associated with an existing HWTS account, you will not be able to log into the system.
We have found many instances where DTSC was not notified of an email address
change. If your organization’s mail server is forwarding correspondence from your old
email address to your new, you may have received the notification, however, you will
not be able to log into HWTS.
If you need to request a new account, login assistance, or have an immediate data need
that is not met with the new reporting structure, please email HWTSadmn@dtsc.ca.gov.
The development team has made an astonishing amount of changes to modernize the
system and integrate e-Manifest data. We appreciate your patience while we continue
to make improvements for our next release.

Cal FIRE OSFM
Steel Tank Institute (STI)/Steel Plate Fabricators Association (SPFA) Training
Registration is open for the STI Aboveground Tank System Inspector Training in
Orange County, California. This class is for certification to the STI/SPFA SP001
industry standard. The early registration rate is extended until Oct 16, 2020.
Class Dates:
November 2-6, 2020
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Class Location:
Ayres Hotel & Suites
325 Bristol Street
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

(https://www.ayreshotels.com/ayres-hotel-costa-mesa-newport-beach)

The STI aboveground storage tank (AST) inspector training will enable you to obtain
STI certification for inspecting shop-fabricated aboveground tanks, portable containers
and small field-erected tanks. The certification is valid for five years.
Direct online registration link for the Orange County course is
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/16006/.
Find more information including class description, policies and fees on the STI SP001
Aboveground Tank System Inspector Training web page.

(https://www.steeltank.com/EducationEvents/STISP001AbovegroundTankSystemInspectorTraining/tabid/
638/Default.aspx)

References or links to information cited in this newsletter are subject to change.
CalEPA is interested in your comments and suggestions regarding the Unified
Program monthly newsletter. Please email your comments and suggestions to:
cupa@calepa.ca.gov.
CalEPA Unified Program Home Page

