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CalEPA 

CalEPA Announces New CERS NextGen Go-Live Date of December 1, 2028 
In March 2026, CalEPA announced that its planned January 2027 go-live date for CERS 
NextGen would not be achieved. When Phase 1 ended, a detailed plan for the scope, 
schedule, and cost of the remaining Phase 2 work was not yet available. As a result, the 
original Phase 2 estimates were based on high-level projections rather than a fully 
developed implementation plan. 

After Phase 1 ended, CalEPA and its implementation contractor completed an 
extensive analysis and planning effort to validate the remaining work, schedule, and 
resources necessary to complete the project. The analysis determined that the project 
will require additional time and resources. 

The revised project completion and go-live date is December 1, 2028. The revised 
schedule does not change the project’s scope, intended outcomes, or stakeholder 
commitments. The business process improvements and deliverables identified through 
stakeholder engagement remain unchanged, and stakeholders should continue to 
expect the previously communicated benefits. 

Training will be provided before December 2028. CalEPA will establish a training 
environment for system users that will be updated as new functionality is developed. 
Live demonstrations and job aids for key system features will also be developed. 
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Demonstrations and hands-on training will be offered at the 2027 and 2028 California 
Unified Program Annual Conferences. 

Because of the extended schedule, CalEPA will need to increase the overall project 
budget. CalEPA is working with the Department of Finance and the Department of 
Technology to complete the required fiscal and project documentation. Budget details 
and proposed surcharge adjustments will be shared as they become available. 

CalEPA intends to continue its monthly Stakeholder Town Hall and Data Steering 
Committee meetings. These meetings will include project updates, demonstrations of 
development activities, and opportunities for stakeholders to ask questions. 

For project information and mailing-list enrollment, visit the CalEPA CERS NextGen 
Project website https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/cersnextgen/. 

Direct CERS NextGen project questions to CERSNextGen@calepa.ca.gov. CERS is a 
reporting tool; questions about legal reporting requirements and compliance should be 
directed to the appropriate Unified Program state agency. 

October CERS NextGen Townhall 
Please join CalEPA for our next CERS NextGen Townhall on Thursday, October 22, from 
10:00am to 12:00pm. The latest project updates will be shared, and project staff will be 
available for questions. 

Register at https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8effba1d-0849-4448-bef2-
428af0f7ec93@fedfd738-1216-4730-a902-
fd41fa7f4dbc?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog 

State Water Board 

Stand-Alone Sensors at Facilities Not Routinely Staffed 
Facilities that are not routinely staffed and have pressurized piping connected to 
underground storage tanks (USTs) must have continuous interstitial release detection 
equipment programmed to shut off the pressure pump when a release from the piping 
is detected or if the release detection system malfunctions. 

The State Water Board Resources Control Board (State Water Board) staff recently 
observed a facility where stand-alone under-dispenser containment (UDC) sensors were 
configured to meet the turbine shut off and fail-safe requirements. A relay was added 
to each dispenser, allowing the dispenser hook signal in combination with the stand-
alone sensor to shut off power to the turbines. 

This configuration may not be appropriate for all facilities. However, it demonstrates 
that stand-alone sensors may be capable of meeting the requirements in California 
Code of Regulations, title 23, division 3, chapter 16 (UST Regulations), section 
2652(a)(1)(C). The State Water Board’s observation of this configuration should not be 

https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/cersnextgen/
mailto:CERSNextGen@calepa.ca.gov
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8effba1d-0849-4448-bef2-428af0f7ec93@fedfd738-1216-4730-a902-fd41fa7f4dbc?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8effba1d-0849-4448-bef2-428af0f7ec93@fedfd738-1216-4730-a902-fd41fa7f4dbc?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/8effba1d-0849-4448-bef2-428af0f7ec93@fedfd738-1216-4730-a902-fd41fa7f4dbc?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
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interpreted as approval or a recommendation of this specific method. Applicability will 
depend on the equipment and configuration of the facility. 

Owners and operators must consult with the Unified Program Agency (UPA) regarding 
permitting and inspection requirements, and with the release detection equipment 
manufacturer regarding installation instructions and safety precautions. 

For questions regarding stand-alone UDC sensors, contact Austin Lemire-Baeten at (916) 
327-5612 or Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov. 

UST Statutory Provisions of Assembly Bill 2776 and Senate Bill 795 
Assembly Bill (AB) 2776 and Senate Bill (SB) 795 were recently signed into law and 
amend Health and Safety Code, chapter 6.7 (H&SC) provisions related to UST 
compliance timelines, monitoring requirements, and compatibility requirements for 
gasoline containing ethanol up to 15 percent (E15). 

AB 2776 
AB 2776 amends H&SC, sections 25288(d) and 25290.1(e), effective January 1, 2027. The 
complete text of AB 2776 is available at 
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260ab2776. The amendments 
modify compliance timeframes and vacuum, pressure, or hydrostatic (VPH) monitoring 
requirements. Additional information will be provided by the State Water Board in 
upcoming program notifications and local guidance letters. 

H&SC, section 25288(d) now requires all Class I or Class II violations to return to 
compliance within 30 days of receiving the inspection report. The UPA may approve an 
extension for the return to compliance if the owner or operator submits a plan to the 
UPA within 30 days of receiving the inspection report. 

H&SC section 25290.1(e) now specifies that the buried portions of a UST must be 
monitored by VPH. Unburied product piping is no longer required to be monitored by 
VPH. 

SB 795 
The October 2025 State Water Board Letter 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/docs/2025/ust-e15-letter.pdf) discussed the 
signing of AB 30, which permitted the sale of E15 in California. SB 795 
(https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260sb795) adds section 
25299.9 to H&SC, which requires the equipment manufacturer to submit a statement of 
compatibility for enhanced vapor control system suitable for gasoline containing up to 
10 percent (E10) to be deemed certified for use with E15. The manufacturer’s statement 
must indicate that the equipment has been determined to be safe for use with gasoline 
containing up to 15 percent ethanol. This provision does not eliminate existing UST 
requirements for owners and operators to demonstrate compatibility of the UST system 
with the substance stored. 

mailto:Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260ab2776
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/docs/2025/ust-e15-letter.pdf
https://calmatters.digitaldemocracy.org/bills/ca_202520260sb795
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H&SC section 25299.9 remains in effect until January 1, 2029, at which time it is 
repealed. Additionally, the bill requires the State Fire Marshal to adopt regulations 
governing labeling for E10 through E15 compatible vapor control systems and 
components. 

For additional information regarding H&SC amendments, contact Tom Henderson at 
(916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Results in UST Testing Report Forms 
As discussed in the June 2026 UST Program Update 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/leak_prevention/updates/docs/2026/june2026_u
st_revised.pdf), UST forms document the condition of the system at the time of the initial 
test or inspection. Service technicians must record the initial test results on the forms. If 
repairs are performed, the comments section must describe the repairs and any 
subsequent passing test. 

UPAs cannot require service technicians to revise the UST test forms to replace the initial 
test results with subsequent results obtained after repairs. The initial test results must 
remain documented on the form. 

Accurate documentation of initial results is also important for United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Technical Compliance Rate (TCR) 
reporting, as test failures often result in TCR violations. TCR performance measures are 
based on facility conditions at the start of the inspection. Even if a violation is corrected 
during the inspection, it must still be cited on the inspection report and reported to 
CERS. 

For additional information regarding test results in UST testing report forms, contact 
Austin Lemire-Baeten at Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov or (916) 327-5612. 

UST Reporting Requirements and Submission Deadlines 
UST Regulations section 2692 outlines two reports that UPAs must submit to the State 
Water Board. The first reporting requirement is the Semi-Annual UST Program Report 
(Report 6), due March 1 and September 1 of every year. This report includes TCR 
information, USTs with red tags applied, total number of field constructed tanks, 
abandoned USTs, and temporarily closed USTs. 

The second reporting requirement is the Facility Compliance Inspection Report, which is 
due no later than January 31 of each year. The UPA must identify UST facilities that were 
not inspected during the previous calendar year and provide the reason the annual 
compliance inspection was not performed. 

State Water Board evaluation staff will issue an incidental finding or deficiency to any 
UPA that submits either report after the applicable deadline. Because the State Water 
Board provides this information to the U.S. EPA, it is important that UPAs accurately 
submit the required reports by the applicable deadline. 

mailto:Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/leak_prevention/updates/docs/2026/june2026_ust_revised.pdf
mailto:Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov
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For additional information on Report 6 and Facility Compliance Inspection reporting, 
contact Magnolia Busse at (916) 341-5870 or Magnolia.Busse@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Designated UST Operator Visual Inspection Report Form Signatures 
State Water Board staff are aware of instances in which the Designated UST Operator 
Visual Inspection Report Form is either not signed or is signed by facility personnel who 
have not been designated as a responsible party through the UST Owner/Operator 
Agreement. 

The acknowledgment of inspection results must be signed by the facility owner or 
operator, signifying that they have reviewed the inspection results of the report and are 
responsible for addressing any identified compliance issues. In accordance with section 
2631(j), the report form must be acknowledged and signed by the owner or operator 
within 72 hours of being provided. Digital signatures that include a time-stamped digital 
certificate are acceptable to meet this signature requirement. 

For additional information on Designated UST Operator Visual inspection Report Form 
requirements, contact Kaitlin Cottrell at Kaitlin.Cottrell@waterboards.ca.gov or  
(916) 319-0742. 

CERS FAQ Website 
The State Water Board staff is continuing to update the CERS Business User FAQs Website 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/) to align with the 
amended UST Regulations. The following FAQs have been updated along with their 
associated citations: 

Are hard copies of UST documents required to be kept on site? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu02_on-site.html) 
The hard copy requirements have been updated, including the requirement for written 
approval by the Unified Program Agency. 

Which UST document must be uploaded? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu03_ust_upload.ht
ml) 
Document upload requirements have been updated. 

How should a BOE number be reported? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu04_download_e
mails.html) 
Reporting requirements for each facility’s Board of Equalization number has been 
updated. 

When should repairs and new USTs be reported in CERS? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu05_ust_repairs.ht
ml) 
Reporting requirements for new USTs and repairs have been updated. 

mailto:Magnolia.Busse@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Kaitlin.Cottrell@waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu02_on-site.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu03_ust_upload.htm
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu04_download_emails.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu05_ust_repairs.html
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How should tank contents be reported in CERS? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu06_tank_contents
.html) 
Tank content reporting has been updated. 

Reporting abandoned USTs 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/ru06_abandoned_u
sts.html) 
The definition for “abandoned UST” has been updated. 

Making a submittal from a previous submittal 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/cers/bu08_resubmittal.html) 
Making a submittal from a previous submittal has been updated. 

What are the general reporting requirements for UST sites? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/cers/bu09_submittal_deletion.html) 
The annual CERS UST default submittal date has been updated. 

Notice to close single wall USTs 
This notice has been permanently removed. 

Common CERS reporting errors 
This FAQ has been permanently removed. 

For more information regarding CERS FAQs, please contact Stephanie Duong at 
(916) 322-8544 or Stephanie.Duong@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Cal FIRE OSFM 

Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) Tank Facility Inspections by Unified 
Program Agencies (UPA) 
Question: How frequently can an APSA tank facility expect an inspection by the UPA? 
 
Answer: As often as the UPA determines an inspection is needed. 
 
Health and Safety Code (HSC), section 25270.5(a) requires the UPA to inspect tank 
facilities with petroleum storage capacity of 10,000 gallons or more, at minimum, once 
every three years for compliance with Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure 
(SPCC) Plan requirements. The UPA may develop an alternative inspection and 
compliance plan in accordance with HSC, section 25270.5(b). For example, an UPA’s 
alternative inspection plan could be annual inspection of tank facilities with petroleum 
storage capacity of 10,000 gallons or more. 
 
In addition, the California Code of Regulations, title 19, sections 1609 and 1610 require 
UPAs to inspect other APSA tank facilities: tank facilities storing less than 10,000 gallons of 
petroleum, tank facilities with one or more 55-gallon or larger tanks in underground 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/bu06_tank_contents.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cers/ru06_abandoned_usts.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/cers/bu08_resubmittal.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/cers/bu09_submittal_deletion.html
mailto:Stephanie.Duong@waterboards.ca.gov
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areas (TIUGA), and tank facilities conditionally exempt from preparing an SPCC Plan 
under APSA. The UPAs may either inspect these other tank facilities once every three 
years or at an alternate frequency specified in their Inspection and Enforcement Plan. 
 
For more information on TIUGAs, visit the OSFM website at https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-
we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-
petroleum-storage-act/tank-in-an-underground-area-tiuga. 

Webinars 
Steel Tank Institute/Steel Plate Fabricators Association (STI/SPFA) regularly provides free 
webinars.  Below are upcoming webinars: 

• Tank Coatings & Linings: Evaluation, Repair, and Replacement – November 5, 
2026 

• Understanding Foundation Support Options for Field Erected Storage Tanks – 
November 12, 2026 

For more information, visit the STI/SPFA website at 
https://stispfa.org/education/webinars/. 
 
 
References or links to information cited in this newsletter are subject to change.  CalEPA 
is interested in your comments and suggestions regarding the Unified Program monthly 
newsletter.  Please email your comments and suggestions to:  cupa@calepa.ca.gov. 

CalEPA Unified Program Home Page 

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/tank-in-an-underground-area-tiuga
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/tank-in-an-underground-area-tiuga
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act/tank-in-an-underground-area-tiuga
https://stispfa.org/education/webinars/
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