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Timeline of Outreach & Engagement 

Spring-Fall 2026

Outreach and 
engagement to 
inform program 
design and 
implementation

Winter 2026-
Spring 2027

Release drafts 
for review and 
finalize initial 
Investment Plan 
and Program 
Guidelines

Spring – Fall 
2027

Departments 
engage to 
develop 
funding 
opportunities

Summer – Fall 
2027

Funding 
becomes 
available

Annually

Engagement to 
update 
Investment 
Plan 



Presentation Overview
• Agency Introductions 
• Plastic Pollution and Its Impacts
• State's Current Efforts on Plastic Pollution
• Plastic Pollution Mitigation Fund (PPMF) 

Overview
• What can and cannot be funded by the 

PPMF
• Next Steps



Agency 
Introductions



Our mission is to restore, protect and enhance the environment, to 
ensure public health, environmental quality and economic vitality. 

Air Resources Board: protects the public from 
harmful effects of air pollution and leads the 
nation in fighting climate change.

CalRecycle: helps the state achieve waste reduction, 
reuse, and recycling of California resources 
and helps the state transition from a disposable to a 
fully circular economy

Department of Pesticide Regulation: protects 
human health and the environment by fostering 
sustainable pest management and regulating 
pesticides.

Department of Toxic Substances Control: 
protects the public and environment from toxic 
substances, restores contaminated land, and compels 
manufacturers to produce safer consumer products.

Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment: 
provides scientific foundation for environmental 
regulations to protect the health of Californians and offers 
information on chemical safety in the environment.

Water Board: protects our water quality and drinking
water and administers our water rights system.



   
Our mission is to help Californians and nature thrive together. 

26 Departments, Conservancies, and Commissions 

Key Priorities 

Outdoors for All
Protecting Biodiversity
Building Climate Resilience
Expanding Nature-Based Solutions
Cutting Green Tape
Strengthening Tribal Partnerships



   
The mission of the Council is to coordinate and work collaboratively with
public agencies, communities, and partners to achieve sustainability,
equity, economic prosperity, and quality of life for all Californians.

Investment Programs

Capacity Building and Technical Assistance

Integrated Policy & Planning
Pilot Projects & Special Initiatives 

Programs & Initiatives 

Transformative Climate Communities

Community Resilience Centers 

Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities

Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation 

Health In All Policies

Regional Climate Communities

Tribal Capacity Pilot

Community Assistance for Climate Equity Programs

Land Equity Task Force

Factory Built Housing

Connecting Communities

https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/tcc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/crc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/ahsc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/salc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/initiatives/healthandequity/
https://sgc.ca.gov/technical-assistance/rcc/
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/tribal/
https://sgc.ca.gov/technical-assistance/cace/
https://sgc.ca.gov/meetings-events/caletf/
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/factory-built-housing/


   

Duty to serve the state and work honorably every 
day to fulfill California's promise.

The Attorney General and Department of Justice employees provide leadership, information 
and education in partnership with state and local governments and the people of California to:

Enforce and apply all of our laws fairly 
and impartially.

Ensure justice, safety, and liberty for 
everyone.

Encourage economic prosperity, equal 
opportunity, and tolerance.

Safeguard California's human, natural, 
and financial resources for this and 
future generations.



Plastic Pollution 
& Its Impacts



WHY DO WE CARE ABOUT 

PLASTIC POLLUTION?
Plastic is used every day, but it can affect people and the environment throughout 

its l i fe cycle- from oi l  and gas extraction and manufacturing to use, disposal, 
recycling, burning, and breakdown in the environment. 

ARE EVERYWHERE

In our daily lives, in the air, in the 
oceans, in the soil, in our food, in 
people

PERSISTENT IN THE 
ENVIRONMENT

Plastic can last a very long time and 
may take  years to break down

When plastics breakdown they form 
microplastics ~

smaller than 5 millimeters.
They spread widely in our environment.

CONTAIN ADDED CHEMICALS

Plastics also contain other chemicals that give 
them different properties 

Flexibility, flame 
resistance, appearance, 
durability

There are more than 
16,000 chemicals  in plastics, 

~4,200 are harmful to people or ecosystems 



The Plastic Lifecycle
Figure 1
Plastic life cycle; communities can face exposure risks at each stage

A small amount of recycled plastic 
returns as feedstock for post-consumer 
manufacturing (arrow moving right to left 
from disposal to manufacturing)

EXTRACTION
Extraction of 
crude oil and 
natural gas

TRANSPORT 
AND 
STORAGE
Transportation 
and storage of 
feedstocks

REFINING
Refining of 
fossil fuel 
feedstocks

Upstream Stage 
(lines signaling boundary for the above three phases as 
part of the upstream stage)

MANUFACTURING
Creation of plastic 
polymers and 
manufacture of plastic 
goods and packaging

CONSUMPTION
Plastics purchased 
and used by 
consumers

Midstream Stage 
(lines signaling boundary for the 
above two phases as part of the 
midstream stage)

DISPOSAL
Landfilling, escape 
to environment, 
incineration, 
recycling

Downstream Stage 
(lines signaling boundary 
for the above two phases 
as part of the 
downstream stage)

Source: Herrera, V., and Coffee, D. (2024). What Defines a Plastic-Burdened Community? - Part I, An environmental justice framework for identifying 
exposure disparities and informing mitigation investment. UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation. http://escholarship.org/uc/item/938916qf



HOW PLASTICS AFFECT

OUR ENVIRONMENT?
Plastic pollution can contaminate our air, water, soil, and food. Microplastics can get into fruits, vegetables, meat, 

seafood, and wildlife, moving through the food chain and our environment over time.

ANIMAL EXPOSURE PATHWAYS

Ingestion
(image of fish 
ingesting 
microplastics)
Plastics 
infested

Inhalation
(image of bird with 
microplastics next to 
it) 
Inhaled microplastics

Reproduction
(image of whole 
chicken eggs and 
one broken egg 
with yolk held 
inside the shell)
Reduced fertility 
and development

Growth
(image of 
baby deer)
Stunted 
growth and 
survival

IMPACTS ON ECOSYSTEMS AND FOOD WEBS

Bioaccumulation in 
meat and seafood 

Damage to aquatic and 
terrestrial habitats

CONTRIBUTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Across its life cycle, plastic is responsible for 
about 5% of global greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Bioaccumulation



Plastics in 
Agriculture

12.5M tonnes/yr
Global ag plastic in plant & 
animal production (2019)

37.3M tonnes/yr
Additional plastic used in food 
packaging (2019)

Source: FAO "Assessment of Agricultural Plastics and Their 
Sustainability: A Call for Action (2021, based on 2019 data)

Where the plastic comes from
Reliance on polyethylene mulch films, drip irrigation tape, greenhouse 
covers, and crop packaging.

The pollution challenge
Plastics arrive at recycling collection points mixed with soil and crop 
debris, so most ends up landfilled or stockpiled on farms

Occupational Exposure
Workers applying and removign film are exposed to airborne dust and 
plastic residues with potential respiratory risks. Micro/nanoplastics in this 
area remains understudies and needs further assessment.

Climate & pesticide benefits
Plastic mulch and drip systems cut irrigation water use, reduce herbicide 
and pesticide inputs by supressing weeds, and extending growing 
seasons.

Mitigation underway
Organizations, like Cal Poly and The Nature Conservancy are advancing 
on-farm collection programs, expanded recycling infrastructure, and 
biodegradable or living-mulch alternatives to plastic film.



HOW PLASTICS AFFECT
OUR HEALTH?

People can be exposed to microplastics and plastic-related chemicals through food, drinks, air, dust, 
and everyday products

WAYS WE CAN BE EXPOSED

Food, Drinks, Air, Dust, Everyday Products

POTENTIAL HEALTH EFFECTS

Some chemicals found in plastics, such as phthalates and 
flame retardants, have been linked to effects on development, 
reproductive, nervous, and the immune system.

Microplastics and plastic-related chemicals may contribute to
inflammation, damage to cells and DNA, and reproductive or 
developmental.

Children may have higher exposure because 
they play close to the ground and often put 
their hands and objects in their mouths.

Environmental justice communities and Tribes may 
have higher exposures because of where they live, 
work, or practice cultural traditions that can often be 
near polluted air and water.

RESEARCH SHOWS

Studies suggest that microplastics in drinking water may 
affect health, including the reproductive system, but more 

research is needed to understand the risks to people



Plastic-Burdened Communities
Legend

Downstream:Exposure Risk 
Rating (ERR), Tract Averages

Source: UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation digital map that shows 
how site-based exposures (oil/gas wells, refineries, and waste 
processing and disposal) are distributed throughout California. June 
12, 2026.

Modesto

Tracy

Los Baños

Delhi

Merced

Manteca



Population Characteristics

Modesto

Manteca

Turlock

Legend

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 
Population Characteristics

Source: Office of Environmental Health Hazard Asessment. 
(2026, June 12). CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Maps & Data.
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/maps-data



HOW CAN WE REDUCE

OUR EXPOSURE?
REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN 
FOOD AND DRINK

Using less plastic for food and 
drinks

Avoiding heating food in plastic 
containers.

IMPROVING INDOOR AIR 
QUALITY

Keeping indoor spaces clean 
and well ventilated since indoor 
air and dust often contain more 

of them than outdoor air.

WORKPLACE PROTECTION 
IN HIGH-RISK JOBS

People working in dusty or 
plastic-related industries should 
follow safety guidelines and use 

protective equipment.



State’s Current Efforts 
on Plastic Pollution



Efforts Across the Plastics Lifecycle

Production

CalRecycle –

Producer responsibility

OEHHA – Oil & 
gas extraction exposure 
research

Use & Exposure

CARB – Tire & brake-
wear research

DTSC – Chemical 
regulation & listing 

OEHHA – Safety limits 
and biomonitoring

Waste & Disposal

CalRecycle – Recycling 
programs

DPR – Pesticide container 
take-back

Water Board –
Stormwater & pellet 
controls 

Remediation
Water Board – Drinking 
water standards

CNRA/OPC –
Statewide strategies

Coastal Commission –
Coastal permits and 
cleanups

CDFW – Fisheries & 
wildlife protection

CDPH – Cigarette filter 
litter reduction



Statewide Microplastics Strategy 

1. Monitoring 

2. Risk Thresholds & 
Assessment

3. Sources & Pathways 
Prioritization

4. New Solutions 



Project Examples

Say No to Plastic Waste: Technical Assistance
Source: Los Angeles County, CleanLA

Bioretention rain garden (Green Infrastructure)
Source: Los Angeles Department of Water & Power  



Plastic Pollution 
Mitigation Fund 

Overview 



Plastic 
Pollution 
Mitigation 
Fund

Starting in 2027, producers must pay $5 billion over 10 years to 
the Fund to:

• Mitigate the impacts of plastic pollution on tribes, communities and the 
environment 

• Address current and historical environmental concerns as they relate to 
plastic

• Protect the public health of tribes and communities disproportionately 
impacted by plastic pollution 



  
Upon appropriation by the legislature

Annual $500 million             
(2027 – 2037)

60%

Environmental Justice and 
Public Health Mitigation

75% must directly & 
primarily benefit residents 
living in disadvantaged  

or low-income 
communities 

40%

Environmental Plastic 
Impact Mitigation

at least 50% must benefit 
disadvantaged, low-

income, or rural 
communities 



Who is eligible for funding?

Funds may be used to support grants to:
• California Tribes
• Nongovernmental Organizations
• Community-based Organizations
• Land Trusts
• Local Jurisdictions



What could be 
funded?



General funding principles:

Engage communities

Prioritizing community-led solutions 

Provide meaningful benefits to 
communities

Deliver environmental, health, and 
economic benefits to communities



Funding Categories

Outreach & Education

Research & Monitoring 

Public Health & Exposure 
Reduction

Community-Led Pollution 
Prevention

Removal, Restoration, & 
Remediation

Public Infrastructure for 
Communities

Technical Assistance & 
Capacity Building



Evaluate Impacts & Mitigation Benefits

Outreach & Education
Increase understanding of 
the environmental and 
public health impacts of 
plastics across their full 
lifecycle. 



Evaluate Impacts & Mitigation Benefits (2)

Research & Monitoring 

Empower communities by identifying and 
quantifying impacts 



Evaluate Impacts & Mitigation Benefits (3)

Public Health & Exposure Reduction
Reduce plastic-related health risks



Protect, Restore, & Strengthen Communities 
Community-Led Pollution Prevention
Support communities in reducing their plastic use



Protect, Restore, & Strengthen Communities (2)

Removal, Restoration, & Remediation
Address legacy and ongoing plastic contamination 



Protect, Restore, & Strengthen Communities (3)

Public Infrastructure for Communities
Protect communities from the environmental and health impacts of plastics 



Protect, Restore, & Strengthen Communities (4) 

Technical Assistance & Capacity Building
Ensure equitable access to funding



What cannot be 
funded?



What cannot be funded by PPMF?
Costs related to implementing SB 54. For example:
• Source reduction within covered industries 
• Extended producer responsibility program operations or implementation
• General consumer and ratepayer outreach and education
• Research and development of new packaging products
• Transportation of materials to responsible end markets
• Cleaning sorting, aggregating, and bailing covered materials
• Improvements to collecting, sorting, decontaminating, remanufacturing 

covered material
• Curbside and noncurbside collection programs
• Infrastructure necessary to ensure reusability of covered material
• Infrastructure necessary to achieve recycling rates



Next Steps: 



Timeline of Outreach & Engagement (2)

Spring-Fall 2026

Outreach and 
engagement to 
inform program 
design and 
implementation

Winter 2026-
Spring 2027

Release drafts 
for review and 
finalize initial 
Investment Plan 
and Program 
Guidelines

Spring – Fall 
2027

Departments 
engage to 
develop 
funding 
opportunities

Summer – Fall 
2027

Funding 
becomes 
available

Annually

Engagement to 
update 
Investment 
Plan 



 

Visit the PPMF 
website Fill out our 

survey
Sign up for 

engagement 
events

https://calepa.ca.gov/programs/sb54ppmf/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=UlYdt4NLV0KvzX_Rd4hFZLsrMaWFz7RJtZIxXlPCqw1UMDFVTUpVUEIxMFBVUUM0QlFaTFZPVlBJSy4u&route=shorturl


Upcoming 
Outreach & 
Engagement 

• In-Person/Hybrid, Southern California 
Roundtable

• Tribal Consultations continue 
through the end of June 2026

• In-Person/Hybrid Tribal Round Tables

• Online Survey continues to be 
available!

Check out our PPMF landing page for 
updates

https://calepa.ca.gov/programs/sb54-ppmfspa/


Thank you! 
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