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CalEPA 

CERS NextGen 
CERS NextGen Townhall 
Please join CalEPA for our next CERS NextGen Townhall on Thursday, August 27 from 
10:00am to 12:00pm. The latest project updates will be shared, and project staff will be 
available for questions. Please note, we have no schedule update at this time. 
Register here. 
(https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/cdb296cf-e6c5-4398-99c0-
233f9da31ec0@fedfd738-1216-4730-a902-fd41fa7f4dbc) 

State Water Board 

Tanks with Openings Outside of Sump Collars 
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is aware of newly 
installed underground ground storage tanks (USTs) with tank top openings that are in 
direct contact with backfill rather than located within a sump. These installations do not 
comply with the interstitial release detection requirements in Health and Safety Code, 
chapter 6.7 (H&SC), section 25290.1(e) and must be retrofitted to achieve compliance. 
Section 25290.1(e) requires USTs installed on or after July 1, 2004, utilize continuous 
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vacuum, pressure, or hydrostatic (VPH) interstitial monitoring. To meet these 
requirements, tank top openings must be contained within a VPH monitored sump. 

When reviewing plans for new installations, Unified Program Agency (UPA) inspectors 
should verify that all tank top openings are contained within a sump collar. USTs 
delivered with tank top openings outside of the sump collars should be identified and 
immediately addressed to prevent construction delays and additional costs. UPAs 
should review any recent UST installations for USTs with tank top openings in direct 
contact with backfill so they can be repaired as soon as possible. 

For more information regarding secondary containment, contact Austin Lemire-Baeten 
at (916) 327-5612 or Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Report 6 Due September 1, 2026 
The State Water Board recently distributed the Report 6 forms and instructions to all 
UPAs for the reporting period of January 1 through June 30, 2026. UPAs must submit the 
completed Report 6 no later than September 1, 2026. 

If inaccurate Report 6 data is submitted, it will be returned to the UPA for correction. 
Corrected Report 6 submissions must also be received by the September 1, 2026, 
deadline to avoid being late. 

Beginning with this reporting period, UPAs must report any UST that was in Temporary 
Closure at any time during the reporting period. This supersedes the previous 
requirement to report only USTs that remained in Temporary Closure at the close of the 
reporting period. 

UPAs must continue to report field constructed tanks, facilities with USTs that have 
received red tags, and facilities that have abandoned USTs. 

For more information regarding Report 6 requirements, contact Magnolia Busse at 
(916) 341-5870 or Magnolia.Busse@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Abandoned Tank Reporting 
California Code of Regulations, title 23, Chapter 16 (Title 23) defines an abandoned UST 
as a system that has not had a functioning release detection system for more than 365 
days, does not have a current operating permit, is not permanently or temporarily 
closed, and is not classified as a decommissioned tank. All abandoned USTs must be 
reported as part of the Report 6 submission. 

The State Water Board’s UST Leak Prevention Unit and the Office of Enforcement 
maintain independent inventories of abandoned UST facilities and reconcile these 
records at the close of each Report 6 reporting period. These comparisons continue to 
identify numerous abandoned UST facilities that were not reported in Report 6. 

The State Water Board includes a list of the most recently identified abandoned USTs for 
each UPA with the Report 6 email. UPAs must review and verify the list and submit any 

mailto:Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Magnolia.Busse@waterboards.ca.gov


Unified Program Newsletter – August 2026 
Page 3 

corrections or updates with their Report 6 submittal, including the facility name, CERS 
tank ID, number of abandoned USTs at the facility, and the date the abandoned UST 
was reported to the UPA. Evaluation staff will review whether UPAs are reporting all 
abandoned USTs as part of the Report 6 submission. UPAs that do not report all 
abandoned USTs may be issued a deficiency or incidental finding. 

An abandoned UST may return to operation only after meeting the requirements 
outlined in section 2682(c). Specifically, the UST must be equipped with continuous VPH 
interstitial monitoring and pass the Enhanced Leak Detection Test required by section 
2662(b)(2) before returning to service. 

For information on when to report an abandoned UST to CERS, reference CERS FAQ: 
Should abandoned USTs be reported in CERS? 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/cers/ru06_abandoned_usts.html) 

For additional information regarding abandoned tanks and reporting requirements, 
contact Magnolia Busse at (916) 341-5780 or Magnolia.Busse@waterboards.ca.gov. 

For additional information regarding abandoned USTs and enforcement, contact Jesse 
Stovall at (916) 341-5279 or Jesse.Stovall@waterboards.ca.gov, or Johnny Wales at (804) 
852-7274 or Johnny.Wales@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Request to Submit Abstracts: 29th Annual CUPA Conference 
The California Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) Forum is requesting abstracts 
for the 2027 CUPA Conference. Abstracts must be submitted through the CUPA Forum 
website (https://calcupa.org/submit-abstracts/index.html) by September 25, 2026. 
Please note that speaker biographies must be submitted and approved prior to 
submitting an abstract. 

The State Water Board will be providing fewer UST track presentations at the 
conference, creating additional opportunities for CUPA staff to provide UST 
presentations and share their expertise to help ensure a successful conference. The 
State Water Board recognizes that presenting at the conference is a significant 
commitment for both UPA management and the individual presenter. UPAs that meet 
their program obligations while also contributing as presenters at the CUPA Conference 
will be recognized for their outstanding commitment and contributions to the UST 
program. 

For additional information regarding abstracts for the 29th Annual CUPA Conference, 
contact Kaitlin Cottrell at (916) 319-0742 or Kaitlin.Cottrell@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Single-Walled UST Survey 
On July 20, 2026, the Office of Enforcement, UST Enforcement Unit distributed follow-up 
surveys to UPAs with single-walled USTs within their jurisdiction. The data collected from 
the follow-up survey has been updated on the single-walled UST map 
(https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0167aef5ced240ddb27331f6988dc8b2) on 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/ust/cers/ru06_abandoned_usts.html
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the UST Enforcement Unit’s single-walled UST webpage 
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/enforcement/swust.html) 
As of July 28, 2026, a preliminary review of the survey indicates California has: 

• 21 single-walled facilities with 57 single-walled UST systems unresolved 
• 41 single-walled UST systems are red tagged 
• 12 single-walled facilities have not applied for a closure permit 
• 6 facilities with 11 single-walled emergency tank systems remain unresolved 
• 2 facilities are government-owned with 7 single-walled emergency tank systems 

The UST Enforcement Unit will continue tracking the permanent closure progress and 
support UPAs with enforcement of the remaining single-walled USTs. The State Water 
Board’s evaluation staff will continue to verify that UPAs’ enforcement actions against 
single-walled UST owners and operators are consistent with their Inspection and 
Enforcement Plan. 

For questions regarding single-walled UST enforcement, contact Jessica Ibbetson at 
(916) 341-5744 or Jessica.Ibbetson@waterboards.ca.gov, or Jenna Hartman at 
(916) 327-8563 or Jenna.Hartman@waterboards.ca.gov. 

DTSC 

2025 National Biennial Hazardous Waste Report Cycle Open! 
The 2025 National Biennial Hazardous Waste Report (Biennial Report, or BR) cycle 
opened on January 2, 2026, and was due March 1, 2026. Even though the report is now 
past due, we are still accepting late submissions. The BR is completed through U.S. EPA’s 
RCRAInfo System (https://rcrainfo.epa.gov/rcrainfoprod/action/secured/login). Sites 
are required to file the 2025 BR if in any one month during 2025, they met any of the 
following conditions: 

• Generated more than 2,200 pounds of RCRA non-acute hazardous waste OR 
• Generated or accumulated more than 2.2 pounds of RCRA acute hazardous 

waste OR 
• Generated or accumulated greater than 220 pounds of spill cleanup materials 

contaminated with RCRA acute hazardous waste OR 
• Treated, stored, or disposed of RCRA hazardous waste on-site. 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control has sent email and mail notices to sites 
whose records show have met the reporting requirements to inform them to file. Some 
Biennial Reports have been rejected for missing or inaccurate information. Rejected 
reports must be resubmitted to fulfill the reporting requirements. If you receive any 
questions regarding the Biennial Report, refer them to the resources below. 

Website: https://dtsc.ca.gov/biennial-reports-information/ 

Quick Guide: https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/12/2025-Biennial-
Report-Quick-Guide.pdf 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/enforcement/swust.html
mailto:Jessica.Ibbetson@waterboards.ca.gov
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frcrainfo.epa.gov%2Frcrainfoprod%2Faction%2Fsecured%2Flogin&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Rohde%40calepa.ca.gov%7C6f2dbe5db31b4e28184c08def344b6c1%7Cfedfd73812164730a902fd41fa7f4dbc%7C0%7C0%7C639215673645816657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWaJX6rNMy0fbst1p2YF3mOJIVjOwExF8rOsBYeBdPE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Fbiennial-reports-information%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Rohde%40calepa.ca.gov%7C6f2dbe5db31b4e28184c08def344b6c1%7Cfedfd73812164730a902fd41fa7f4dbc%7C0%7C0%7C639215673645861900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbMJGGJLF90JTpy4vG%2Bfu3UYYmNdb7I7pjz%2FEagD9CA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F31%2F2025%2F12%2F2025-Biennial-Report-Quick-Guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Rohde%40calepa.ca.gov%7C6f2dbe5db31b4e28184c08def344b6c1%7Cfedfd73812164730a902fd41fa7f4dbc%7C0%7C0%7C639215673645896923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Op%2FAlDzR%2FqadvqGHMiHGGYA%2FMAI2h0vzJZBsmlvmMAI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F31%2F2025%2F12%2F2025-Biennial-Report-Quick-Guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Rohde%40calepa.ca.gov%7C6f2dbe5db31b4e28184c08def344b6c1%7Cfedfd73812164730a902fd41fa7f4dbc%7C0%7C0%7C639215673645896923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Op%2FAlDzR%2FqadvqGHMiHGGYA%2FMAI2h0vzJZBsmlvmMAI%3D&reserved=0
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Training Video: https://dtsc.ca.gov/biennial-report-training-video/ 

Email: brsstaff@dtsc.ca.gov 

Toll-free Number: 1-800-618-6942, Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Pacific Time 

Cal FIRE OSFM 

Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) Advisory Committee 
The next APSA Advisory Committee meeting will be held on September 30, 2026, at 
9:00 AM. The agenda will be available at least 10 days before the meeting on the APSA 
Advisory Committee website (https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/committees/aboveground-
petroleum-storage-act-apsa-advisory-committee). 

Webinars 
Steel Tank Institute/Steel Plate Fabricators Association (STI/SPFA) regularly provides free 
webinars.  Below is an upcoming webinar: 

• Shop-fabricated aboveground storage tank (AST) system components – 
September 3, 2026 

For more information, visit the STI/SPFA website at 
https://stispfa.org/education/webinars/. 
Another APSA webinar by OSFM is coming soon. This next series will be held on 
September 15 and 16, 2026. 

Use the link below to join the webinar on September 15 at 10:00-11:00 AM: 
Join the September 15 webinar via Microsoft Teams 
(https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/296983773676406?p=ERr3jUZngetSTxuLBG) 
 
Meeting ID: 296 983 773 676 406 
Passcode: FN9EK9zA 
Dial in by phone: +1 (650) 564-3271 
Phone conference ID: 416 246 006# 
 
Use the link below to join the webinar on September 16 at 2:00-3:00 PM: 
Join the September 16 webinar via Microsoft Teams 
(https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/21328460360654?p=PRWzoyvzxFXvO4kMtQ) 
 
Meeting ID: 213 284 603 606 54 
Passcode: 7dp9uJ7E 
Dian in by phone: +1 (650) 564-3271 
Phone conference ID: 849 315 925# 
If unable to attend the OSFM APSA webinar on September 15 or 16, you may request a 
copy of the presentation by sending an email to cupa@fire.ca.gov. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Fbiennial-report-training-video%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJennifer.Rohde%40calepa.ca.gov%7C6f2dbe5db31b4e28184c08def344b6c1%7Cfedfd73812164730a902fd41fa7f4dbc%7C0%7C0%7C639215673645934770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LKsNdmwrp8KCZA%2BRW%2FFLSiCvVjSDh0xcz6k4ixdd9KE%3D&reserved=0
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References or links to information cited in this newsletter are subject to change.  CalEPA 
is interested in your comments and suggestions regarding the Unified Program monthly 
newsletter.  Please email your comments and suggestions to:  cupa@calepa.ca.gov. 

CalEPA Unified Program Home Page 

mailto:cupa@calepa.ca.gov
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/CUPA/
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