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OPC Mission & Priorities
Protect California’s coast and ocean by advancing 
innovative, science-based policy and management, 

making strategic investments, and catalyzing action 
through partnerships and collaboration.

Climate Change Communities Biodiversity Sustainable Blue 
Economy



Marine Debris & Plastic Pollution 





Statewide Microplastics Strategy 

Pollution Prevention 

Intervention

Outreach & Education 



Reduction of plastic bags observed in the Southern California Bight  
2013 - 2018

SCCWRP, Bight ’18 Trash and Marine Debris Report

Recommended Actions: Pollution Prevention

Reduction of plastic bags observed in Southern California Bight 
2013-2018



1. Monitoring 

2. Risk Thresholds & 
Assessment

3. Sources & Pathways 
Prioritization

4. New Solutions 

University of Toronto / Rochman C. Microplastic particle inside unspecified 
hydrozoan (North Pacific Gyre), Moore 

Institute for Plastic Pollution Research / 
Burney, J.

Science to Inform Future Action: Research Priorities 



Bioretention rain garden (Green Infrastructure)
Source: Los Angeles Department of Water & Power  

Progress  
Say No to Plastic Waste: Technical Assistance

Source: Los Angeles County, CleanLA



Thank you!
Kaitlyn Kalua, Deputy Director

Kaitlyn.Kalua@resources.ca.gov



Question 1  



• Community driven, federal and state co-led
• 6 stakeholder goals with 64 total actions
• Developed by ~50 California organizations & 

industry

• Implementation Process
• Webinars, Goal-based Workgroups, 

Progress Reporting on Actions

• 6 year strategy 2018 - 2024

Ocean Litter Strategy (2018-2024)



• ~288 organizations and ~586 
individuals have engaged with the 
Strategy at least once since the 
2018 release of the plan

• ~45% of orgs engaged more than 
once since 2018

• Top cities:
Sacramento
San Francisco
San Diego
Los Angeles

Gap Analysis



Stay Informed 

opc.ca.gov/contact-us



Question 2  



More information at resources.ca.gov 

Benefits to Communities 
What it means to provide direct & meaningful benefits  
What

Nature for All 

Community-Informed Research & Projects 

Technical Assistance 

Workforce Development

Outreach & Engagement

Meaningful & Direct Benefits Assessment
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