
Environmental Justice Small Grants
Informational Webinar
JUNE 1, 2 AND 3, 2021 



Today’s 
Agenda

•Quick overview of EJ Small Grants 
Program

•Eligibility Criteria

•Information on what we are 
looking for in your application

•Q and A



CalEPA’s EJ Small Grants Program
The CalEPA EJ Small Grants Program is designed to provide 
financial assistance to eligible non-profit organizations and 
federally recognized Tribes that are working on or plan to 
carry out projects to address EJ issues in areas adversely 
affected by environmental pollutions and hazards. 



2021 EJ Small Grants Program Overview
•$50,000 is the maximum grant amount for each project
•March 29, 2021, request for applications released for the FY 
2021

•August 13th, 2021, is the application deadline for the 2021 
cycle 
•The EJ Small Grants are awarded on a competitive basis
•CalEPA will announce the grant awards in the fall of 2021
•Grant term is 18 months



2021 Sample Project Focus Areas

Improve Access to Safe and Clean Water

Develop Community Led Solutions to Climate Change Mitigation, Adaption, 
and Resilience Challenges

Reduce Pollution, Exposure to Pesticides, and Toxic Chemicals, and Promote 
Resource Conservation

Engage California Communities and Tribes in Multi-Benefit and Cooperative 
Strategies to Protect and Restore Biodiversity, and Natural and Cultural 
Resources

Build and Strengthen Collaborative Efforts to Enhance Local 
Capacity and to Uplift and Build Community Knowledge



Eligibility Criteria



Eligibility

In order to be considered for an EJ Small Grant 
award, you must be one of the following:

•Non-profit entity - certified 501(c)(3) with 
the IRS
•Federally recognized Tribal government



Components of the 
Application



Application Submission Components
Please use the Grant Application Submittal 
Checklist (located in the 2021 Grant 
Applications and Instructions Document, 
revised 6/1/2021) to ensure that you 
include all required materials in your final 
application package.



Application Narrative

Project Narrative -15-page limit:
•Background
•Project Need
•Work Plan Narrative
•Evaluation, Significance & Applicability



Items to include in the application IN ADDITION 
to the 15-page Project Narrative: 



Expenditures
PLEASE BE SURE TO READ THE LIST OF INELIGIBLE COSTS ON PAGES 6, 7 AND 8 OF THE 
APPLICATION AND INSTRUCTIONS DOCUMENT. 

-All expenditures must be included in the approved Work Plan (Appendix 2) and 
approved Budget (Appendix 3). 

-Only activities, products, and services included in the approved Work Plan and 
approved Budget are eligible for reimbursement.

- See Appendix 3 of the Application and Instructions document for more info on 
creating your budget and ensuring that you avoid ineligible costs. 



IMPORTANT DATES AND REPORTING MILESTONES
Date Activity

August 13, 2021 Applications due (via mail, or email to: EnvJustice@calepa.ca.gov)

Late Summer 2021 Grant Application Review 

Fall 2021 Grant Project Selection, Press Release – Grant Award Selections Announced
Fall 2021 Grant Term and Project Period Begins after receiving Notice to Proceed

May 2022 Progress Report 1 due (covering months 1-6 the grant term)

November 2022 Progress Report 2 due (covering months 7-12 of the grant term)

April 2023 Grant Term Ends – Project Activity Concludes

June 2023 Reminders: Final Report and Final Payment Request Due July 19, 2023

July 2023 Project Period Ends - Final Report Due(re-summarizes months 1-12, reports 
on months 13-18, and provides overall project evaluation) and Final Payment 
Request Due – Grant Project Close Out Date



Grant Applications and Instructions

1. Click this link: CalEPA EJ Grants Funding Program
2. Scroll down the webpage to the section entitled “Download 2021 EJ Small Grants

Application & Documents.” The Application and Instructions document is the first
downloadable word document.

https://calepa.ca.gov/envjustice/funding/


CalEPA EJ Small Grants Program

Thank You
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