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Chemicals of Concern and Health Risks

Pictures from California Geological Survey and USGS

Mining, fossil fuels, volcanoes Industrial lubricants

Legacy pesticides

Discharges into 
sewer systems 
and waterways

Flame retardants





How OEHHA Develops Advice
Based on results of testing fish samples for 

certain chemicals

How much fish can be safely eaten using 
advisory tissue levels (ATLs)

ATLs based on studies of health effects of 
fish contaminants
 If followed, keeps exposure at or below a safe level

Need adequate sample sizes



What determines how and why 
testing of fish will occur?

For advisories at a specific water body:

 OEHHA relies on data collected by others 
(e.g., Water Board) for fish advisories and 
other purposes 

 E.g., Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP)

 Suspected health hazard 

 Other possible factors
 Fishing pressure

 Permit requirements

 Resource availability for sampling and analysis





www.oehha.ca.gov/fish/advisories







How can OEHHA and Tribes 
collaborate on advisories?

Communicating advice

 Pictorials are the easiest way to convey 
information

 All advisories should have updated pictorials 
posted on our website by the end of 2018

 We can assist with printing

Advisory development

 Open to Tribal input 



OEHHA and Tribal Collaboration
Example: Clear Lake

Clear Lake, California 

San Francisco Bay



Clear Lake 
Advisory

Please contact OEHHA 
with questions and 
concerns



Questions/Comments?  

 We want your input!

 How can we best serve Tribes in developing advisories 
and providing information to your community?

 For more information, please contact:

 Susan Klasing: susan.klasing@oehha.ca.gov

 Lori Chumney: lori.chumney@oehha.ca.gov

www.oehha.ca.gov/fish/advisories
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