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Unified Program Guidance Letter 14-05

PRIORITIZING REGULATED BUSINESSES’ ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF
UNIFIED PROGRAM INFORMATION

To:  Unified Program Agencies

All businesses regulated under the Unified Program are required to electronically submit
Unified Program information into the statewide information management system, which
is defined as either the California Environmental Reporting System (CERS) or a local
information management system that passes data to CERS. This guidance letter
provides a tool for Unified Program Agencies (UPAs) to help guide the use of resources
in systematically obtaining the required chemical inventory information from regulated
businesses. '

Pursuant to section 25404 (e)(4) of the California Health and Safety Code, UPAs and
regulated business must report required Unified Program information electronically to
the statewide information management system beginning January 1, 2013. To help
guide the implementation of the electronic reporting requirement, the California Health
and Safety Code also required CalEPA to give higher priority to information relating to
chemicals of greatest concern.

[n identifying the chemicals of greatest concern, CalEPA gathered existing information
from the Department of Homeland Security’s “Chemicals of Interest Table” and the
California Accidental Release Prevention Program's list of “Regulated Substances.”
To assist UPAs with prioritizing the use of resources to help in getting businesses to
report into the statewide information management system, CalEPA compiled the
-attached Chemicals of Concern Prioritization Table (Prioritization Table) to identify the
hazardous materials that pose the highest risk.

It is important to ensure all regulated businesses have submitted the required
information electronically. However, CalEPA realizes that this is a large task that
requires substantial resources and time to accomplish. Therefore, CalEPA recommends
that each UPA institute a process to apply local resources to systematically ensure that
all regulated businesses have submitted the required information into statewide
information management system.
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The Prioritization Table is intended to be used by UPAs as a guide to systematically
ensure regulated businesses handling the chemical of greatest concern submit Unified
Program information electronically. It is not a mandate. CalEPA encourages the use of
the Prioritization Table to ensure facilities with higher risk chemicals are assigned a
higher priority for submission of information.

Please direct questions regarding this guidance letter to John Paine, CalEPA Unified
Program Manager, at (916) 327-5092 or email john.paine@calepa.ca.gov.
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