
Fire Response and Recovery Summary (2007-2010) 

July Wildfires (updated July 27, 2010) 

Bull Fire, Sequoia National Forest This fire is burning in the Sequoia National Forest on both sides of the Kern 
River in Tulare and northeastern Kern Counties. With over 5000 acres burned and only 5% containment, 
voluntary evacuations were issued for the area of Kernville. One shelter for residents and pets is open at the 
Lake Isabella Senior Center. At this time, there are no threats to drinking water systems and prevailing winds 
are keeping smoke concentrations in the moderate range. The US Forest Service is monitoring smoke and will 
coordinate with ARB and local air districts on health advisories, if needed. 

Constantia Fire, Lassen County: This fire is approximately 2000 acres with 30% containment. With sparse 
population and remote residences, it is difficult to know how many people are affected. There are no shelters 
open at this time. Union Pacific freight traffic has slowed in the area because of fire personnel. There are no 
reports of heavy smoke at this time. 

Numerous other lightning strike fires are currently burning, including in Lassen County. The National Weather 
Service has issued a fire weather watch for Lassen and Modoc County through Wednesday, 7/28/10 and high 
fire risk days have been issued for parts of Northern California through Friday, 7/30/10. 

California Fires (August – September 2009) 

Station Fire: 

Approximately 125 residential structures burned in the Station Fire. DTSC is working with Los Angeles County 
on the removal of hazardous material and asbestos from selected properties. The City of Monrovia 
(http://www.ci.monrovia.ca.us/component/content/article/66-general/449-station-fire-recovery) and Los Angeles 
County (http://dpw.lacounty.gov/care/) have multiple resources for the affected communities, including 
information about potential mud flows and erosion during the winter rainy season.”  

49 Fire:  

The 49 Fire began on 08/30/09, at Hwy 49 and Rock Creek near Auburn in Placer County. 

 The fire was 100 percent contained at 340 acres on 09/01/09. 

 There are two (2) firefighter injuries reported. 

 Destroyed structures: 63 residences and 3 commercial. 

 Damaged structures: 3 residences and 6 commercial.  

DTSC worked with Placer County, along with their hazardous waste contractor, to staff a household hazardous 
waste collection for fire victims. In addition, DTSC surveyed and removed hazardous materials onsite from 59 
burned properties. DTSC, the Regional Water Board, and CIWMB have been mission tasked by CalEMA 
(Mission No. 2009-INL8011) to work with Placer County on a debris removal plan to help the community 
recover from the fire. Additional fire recovery information is available at the Placer County webpage. 

Southern California Fires (November 2008)  

Many large fires are burning across Southern California, from Santa Barbara County south to just over the 
Mexican border. Air quality may be unhealthful at times. Residents are urged to listen for local air quality 
reports. In addition, burned areas may present multiple hazards, including ash and debris, melted metals, and 
burned pesticides and household chemicals. Extreme caution is urged for any resident wanting to re-enter a 
burned home or neighborhood. More information is available on the Fire Response and Recovery page or by 
contacting CalEPA’s emergency response coordinators.  

Fire Season (2008) 

http://www.ci.monrovia.ca.us/component/content/article/66-general/449-station-fire-recovery
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/care/
http://www.placer.ca.gov/emergency/49fire.aspx
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster/Fire/
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster/Contacts/


On May 9, 2008 Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced the opening of the 2008 Fire Season. 
Historically, fire season begins on July 1 of every year. But because of the lack of winter rains and windy and 
dry conditions, there are higher than normal fire risks state-wide.  

"This year's fire season has already begun," Governor Schwarzenegger said. "We need every firefighting 
resource and tool on ready alert, so we can spring to action when disaster strikes. Executive Order S-03-08 
requests CalEPA coordinate with the Resources Agency, OES, and others on preparation for wildfire mitigation 
and recovery efforts.  

More information is found on the Fire Response and Recovery page. 

Southern California Fires (October 2007) 

On October 21, 2007, a series of wildfires began burning across Southern California. The fires, fueled by 
drought conditions and Santa Ana winds in excess of 60 mph, engulfed wide stretches of land from Santa 
Barbara to the US-Mexico border. There was an unprecedented evacuation of close to half a million residents 
in the affected areas, with San Diego County being severely impacted. Governor Schwarzenegger declared a 
state of emergency in seven California counties and President Bush concurred with a federal declaration of 
emergency.  

The recovery efforts are now well underway, with hazardous material and debris removal, as well as multiple 
efforts to assist residents, prevent erosion, and protect drinking water sources from contamination.  

By the numbers (11/03/07): 

 Confirmed fatalities – 9 

 Reported injuries – 139 

 8,884 firefighters responded 

 18 fires in 7 counties 

 Total acres burned – 517,267, or approximately 800 square miles 

 Structures destroyed – 3204 

 Structures damaged – 436  

More information is found on the Fire Response and Recovery page. 

Lake Tahoe/Angora Fire (Updated November 2007)  

The debris removal from properties affected by the Angora Fire was completed ahead of schedule on October 
25, 2007. The debris removal and sampling of properties affected by the Angora Fire was completed ahead of 
schedule. There was 100 percent participation by property owners, and an unprecedented 22,000 man-hours 
without a single worker injury. Continuing recovery efforts include implementation of erosion-control measures 
and removal of burned trees on much of the affected property. 

By the numbers (as of 8/24/07): 

 5,700 tons of concrete delivered for recycling 

 48,680 tons of ash and rubble for disposal 

 257 homes requiring debris removal 

 257 sites with complete debris removal 

http://gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=9546
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster/Archives.htm/Fire/default.htm
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster/Fire/default.htm


 246 sites in the sampling confirmation stage 

 161 sites with sample results approved 

The model for citizen-local-state cooperative efforts for debris removal from the Angora Fire is being applied to 
the recovery efforts for the October 2007 firestorm in Southern California. More information is available on the 
Fire Response and Recovery website. 

Sacramento Trestle Fire (Updated August 2007)  

In March 2007, a wooden train trestle caught fire northeast of downtown Sacramento, California. The fire 

engulfed approximately 1300 feet creosote-treated wood ties and structural beams and continued to burn 

uncontained for 48 hours. The smoke was heavy at times and contained some potentially dangerous chemicals 

and particulates. In response to a request by the Sacramento air district, OEHHA and ARB identified the major 

potential health impacts during the fire. Their analysis is now available from the OEHHA emergency response 

website 

http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Disaster/Fire/default.htm
http://www.oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/hot_topic.html
http://www.oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/hot_topic.html

